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thought it due to you to state to you in candor and confidence the real
state of the matter."
Buchanan's, therefore, may well have been the deciding voice that
determined the fateful Dred Scott decision. Had he not written to Grier,
the latter might not have concurred; and had he not concurred, the five
southern judges not in agreement on fundamentals might have finally
refused to issue the dictum. Buchanan always had desired to be a mem-
ber of the Supreme Court; in this instance he practically participated
in their deliberations and influenced their judgment. As a result he
could now dodge the issue in his inaugural; yet, as Taney's health would
prevent a pronouncement by the court before March 4, he was embar-
rassed as to just what to say. For the time being he left the decision un-
made.22
VI
While Buchanan was corresponding on the Dred Scott case the ad-
vance of the days was a continual prod to him to finish his cabinet
work; as his illness still hung on, his constitutional indecision was ag-
gravated. But the way began to open, for Bright came to see him, re-
elected to the Senate and now quite out of the cabinet race. They dis-
cussed the northwestern situation. Bright defended himself against
Douglas's complaints and urged the appointment of Cass who, as antici-
pated, had just been defeated. Probably this visit was what Buchanan
needed to make up his mind.23
Through J. Clancy Jones he told Cass's friend, Nicholson, that Cass
could be premier, if he accepted humiliating conditions. He could not
have his son-in-law, Ledyard, upon whom he depended, as his assistant.
Buchanan would appoint John A'ppleton to that position to guide the
ancient politico's feeble hand. Also Cass must surrender his anti-British
prejudices. In other words he would have the honor but must consent
to constant supervision. These conditions Buchanan embodied in a letter
which Slidell and Bright took to Cass. When the terms were read to
him he seemed overjoyed and accepted hungrily. He would not now
have to return to Detroit under the cloud of defeat. His agreement to
the stipulations was duly sent to Buchanan, and the empty honor be-
came his.24